Statement by Ricky and Brenda Howell

Jan. 19, 2006


Two years ago, we lost our three beautiful, wonderful daughters – Tara, Mysti and Megan -- in a horrible fire tragedy. We will never recover from their loss.  Yesterday, we ended one chapter in that loss. 

Today, we want to especially thank all of our family for standing by us and helping to sustain us in the most difficult time of our lives.  Our parents, our sisters and brothers and all of our family have been wonderful in giving love and support to us and to Tara’s mother, Cathy Merritt, and to Tara and Mysti’s husbands Shawn Parker and Shane Poplin. Without this family support we could not have survived this ordeal.  


We have also been sustained by an outpouring of love and support from our friends and the community in Mocksville. We particularly wish to thank the congregation of Trinity Baptist Church and our Pastor Darrell Cox for their prayers, and the prayers of others in our community. Their love, prayers and our faith in God has sustained us, and will continue to sustain us in the years ahead.


We also want to thank the Greensboro Police and Fire Departments and all emergency responders, as well as passers-by who tried to come to the rescue of our daughters.  We thank them for their efforts, for their prayers and for the love and respect which they showed our children.


We lost our daughters from a combination of two terrible wrongs – a Lincoln Town Car stretch limousine which caught fire when struck in the rear and a drunk driver who caused the wreck.  We supported the prosecution of the driver which ended with a prison sentence for him, and we pursued our case against Ford for unsafe design to its conclusion yesterday.


Yesterday, all litigation by our family against Ford Motor Company and Jeffery McFayden settled. It was difficult for all of us, but we believe it was the best decision in the long run.  In both cases, we were determined that justice be done.

We cannot say anything about the details of the settlement. We would gladly turn down any amount of money we if could ever have even one more minute with our daughters. No amount of money will ever begin to give us back what we have lost, or to ease our pain. We can only try to move forward with our lives, to cherish the time we had with the three of them on earth, and to show our love to the two wonderful grandbabies they left behind.

Our purpose in going to court was to honor our daughters and to do our part in trying to prevent this horrible tragedy from happening to another family.  By going to court, we have tried to draw attention to the dangers in this line of cars that create risks of fuel tank punctures and rear impact fires.  We learned that the Lincoln Town Car, the Ford Crown Victoria and the Mercury Grand Marquis are basically the same car, with the same risks of rear impact fires. We learned that Ford has protective shields which fit these cars, could have saved our daughters, and should be installed on these cars.


One of the important purposes of our court system in our country is to expose dangers to the public.  Through lawsuits like ours, the public often learns of dangers that were previously hidden.  When this information comes to light, important safety improvements often are made.  We pray this happens here.

 We are asking Ford today to extend fuel tank protective shields to all Lincoln Town Cars, Ford Crown Victorias and Mercury Grand Marquis, so that millions more drivers will be protected. We know that the shields have been tested and shown to work in crashes of up to 100 miles per hour.  This is a great safety accomplishment; it is a level of safety that should be available to all who ride in these cars.  It should not take more deaths to make this happen.  As Mr. Ford says in his TV ad – every life is worth saving.

We sincerely hope Ford will listen to our plea and our prayers to add this safety device to all these cars so that no other families will have to suffer as we are suffering and will suffer for the rest of our lives.  


Thank you. 

